
 

PPANE 2008 
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION RULES 

The purpose of this competition is to allow photographers to enter 
photographic prints, CD albums or albums to be judged relative to 
the 12 Elements of a Merit Print. PPA members are eligible to achieve 
PPA Exhibition Merits toward the Master of Photography Degree. 
These rules pertain to still images entered as prints created by 
traditional photographic processes as well as those captured 
electronically with a digital camera or scanner. 

ELIGIBILITY  
1. Entrant must have captured and created the 

original exposure. 
2. The entrant's name shall not appear anywhere in or on 

the face of the entry. 
3. A maximum of four entries may be submitted per 

entrant. 
4. No entry will be eligible that has been made under the 

supervision of an instructor or as a class 
assignment. 

5.  No two entries shall be of the same subject. 
6. Entries previously merited at any PPA International 

Competition are not eligible, including any image 
from a merited album. 

7. Entry media includes photographic prints, CD albums and 
albums.  

8. If an image Merits in any category of PPA competition, it 
may not be entered again in any other category at any time 
by any entrant. No image that receives a Merit may be 
entered more than once under any condition. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION CATEGORIES 
1. PHOTOGRAPHIC OPEN consists of Portrait, Illustrative, 

Wedding, and Album entries. 
2. Electronic Imaging and Commercial Regional 

competitions are held at the SEPPA Regional. 
Download rules at www.4seppa.com.  

MOUNTING  
1. Print entries must be permanently mounted on standard mount 

material (e.g., 3x mat board, gator board, " foam or 
sintra.) No Masonite, glass, stretcher or conventional 
frames are allowed. 

2. Images of any shape and size are allowed and must be 
mounted on 16 x 20 mount boards. 

(Recommended mounting thickness is 1/8" to 3/8") 
3. No material may be added to the front or back of an entry 

that may damage another entry. 
4. Exception: PPA Master of Photography Degree holders 

may submit images of any shape and size on a mount 
board a minimum of 80 square inches to a maximum of 
480 square inches, with the largest dimension no longer 
than 24". 

ALBUM ENTRIES 
Album entries may be submitted in the form of a 
Traditional Album or a CD Format Album. 
There are 2 Album Entry Categories, Events and Non-Events 
Events: Use this category for time-sensitive social events such as 
weddings, bar mitzvahs, etc. 
Non-Events: Use this category for portrait and storytelling albums. 
NOTE: Starting in 2008, multi-maker and single-maker albums will 

be judged as one category. 
Traditional Album Entry 

1.  Album cover may not exceed 400 square inches. 
2.  No multiple volume albums are allowed. 
3.  Any studio identification or entrant's name in the 

traditional album must be covered. 

CD Format Album Entry 
See TUTORIAL at  http://competitions.ppa.com 

1. Non-rewritable CDs are required for CD album 
entries.  

2. All files MUST be a horizontal canvas size of 2560 x 1600 
pixels, color space sRGB, JPEG at Quality setting 
12. (That doesn't mean you can't have vertical images. 
See tutorial.) 

3. Each canvas/file may be a single album side or a spread 
with as many images as you desire. 

4. An entry may contain up to 36 "Canvases/files" 
5. Identify Canvas/files in the order to be viewed using 

two digits (i.e., 01 jpg, 02 jpg, 03 jpg, etc.) 
6. Canvas/file 01jpg MUST be blank - filled with 

BLACK 
7. All Canvas/files for one entry must be in one folder 

named with your, Entry #, PPA# and Title of Entry in that 
order. (i.e., 1-49881 Endless Love) 

8. Limit (1) album entry per CD. 
9. Entrant's Name/s plus, Entry #, PPA#/s, and Title MUST 

be written directly on the CD for identification. NOTE: In 
order to prevent jamming, NO labels can be affixed to the 
CD! Use the Official Entry Form and jewel case label. 

10. Studio identification or entrant's name cannot appear on 
any file within the album entry. 

NOTE: In the case of any Multi-Maker album entries: 
1. The makers of a multi-maker album MUST belong to the same 

Regional to be eligible for the Seal of Approval. If they do 
not, the album may be entered at the International Judging 
to be eligible for merit. 

2. Each entrant must pay the appropriate entry fee. 
3. Each album or CD jewel case must have the official entry 

label with the names and PPA #s for each entrant. 
4. Images in the album must be the work of the entrants, with a 

minimum of 20 images per entrant. 
5. Multi -maker albums will be judged as one entry. 

DEADLINES AND FEES 
1. $65. for all PPANE members Received by Sept. 9, 2008 
2. $90. for all non-members entries received by Sept. 9, 2008 

3. $25. late fee for all entries received after Sept. 9 but by 
Sept. 12, 2008 9am (with no guarantee of being in the 
competition)  
SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 
Mail to: PPANE, c/o SER Exposition Services, 35 B New Street, 
Worcester, MA 01605 
To return print case via UPS or Post Office, a $20.00 fee must be 
added to entry fee. Canadian $25.00 (US funds). If you DO NOT 
physically pick up you case by 12:30 PM on 9/16/2008 and have not 
paid the return fee, your case will be returned to you C.O.D. The 
average cost is $50 fee a return fee. Note: Failure to comply with 
these rules may result in disqualification of entry. The decision of 
the Photographic Exhibitions Committee is final. 

http://competitions.ppa.com


 Note: failure to comply with these rules may result in disqualification of entry 

PPANE PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION RULES 
All new rules for 2008, Please read carefully! 

Instructions for use of label set 

1.  Please print legibly. 
2.  Cut out label and tape to back of print/transparency in the upper center. 
3. The placement of the label will determine how the print is placed on the turntable. You do not want us to place it facing the 

incorrect way. 
4.  Be sure to use tape that will secure well. Some of the mount board tends to be slick and doesn't take tape well. 

Wedding Album 

1.  Complete ONLY the title and category of entry on label. 
2.  DO NOT complete maker, studio, address or Master/Non-Master/Student information as this might be seen by the judges. 
3.  Tape label to the upper portion of the inside front cover. 
4.  If you send your album in a presentation box, please mark the box with your name so we can be sure to give the correct one 

back to you. 
5. Note that there are two categories for Albums. Events and Non-Events. Read the new rules for 

definition.  

Transparency  
1.  If the label is too large, cut label in half at the line between your name and the category. 
2.  Place the top portion of the label on the back of the transparency in the upper center and the bottom half on the lower center. 

Important  

Because the prints are usually looked at from the back and in low light during judging, 

the placement of the label could determine how the 
print will be placed on the turntable. How clearly you print will determine how the title is read. 

The title does play an important part in 
determining the score of your photograph. 

 



 

Professional Photographers of America  
Deadline Date - September 9, 2008 

Judging Dates - September 13&14th, 2008 
If you are not planning on picking up your print case on 

Tuesday, September 16th at 11:00 AM in the print display room... 
Please note the following... 

To return print case via UPS or Post Office a $20.00 fee must be added to the entry 
fee. Canadian $25.00 (U.S. Funds) If you DO NOT physically pick up your case by 
12:30 PM on the 11th and have not paid the return fee... your case will be returned to 
you COD. Last year's average cost for COD was $50.00 

 

2008 
Affiliated  

Association  
Exhibition of 
Professional  
Photography 

Name (please print) 

Address 

PHOTOGRAPHS - No Commercial Value 
For Exhibition Only - To be returned to Sender 

RETURN REQUESTED 

City, State, Zip 

PHOTOGRAPHS - No Commercial Value 
Being Returned From Exhibition 

Studio 

PREPAID 
FIRST CLASS MAIL ENCLOSED 

Prepaid to: 

PPANE  
C/O SER EXPOSITION SERVICES 

35 B New Street 
Worcester, MA 01605 



 

 

Affiliated Association Entry Form 
Entry deadline: September 9, 2008 
Photographic Entry Form-Judging Dates September 13 &14, 2008 

Case Number  

   
Entrant name and print title will appear in all publications as written below. 

Last Name First Name 
Studio Name or Firm   
Firm Address   
City State ZIP 
Email Address   
Cell Phone: PPA#  
Business Phone:   

Check All that Apply 

PPA Member 
ASP Member 
PPA Master 

Member 
 

Total number of : 
prints folios albums 

Entry 
Number 

Categories 
(check one) Circle one 

 

Check if seal 
of approval 

entry 

Title of Entry 
 1 

q Commercial  
_ Digital  _Portrait  
_ Wedding _ Illustrative  

_ Single-Maker Album 
_ Multi-Maker Album 

Print 
Transparency 

Albu
m CD _ Appropriate release on file 

 

Title of Entry 
 2 

_ Commercial  
_ Digital  _ Portrait 
_ Wedding _ Illustrative  
_Single-Maker Album 
_ Multi-Maker Album 

Print 
Transparency 

Albu
m CD _ Appropriate release on file 

 

Title of Entry 
 3 

_ Commercial  
_ Digital  _ Portrait 
_ Wedding _ Illustrative  

_ Single-Maker Album 
_ Multi-Maker Album 

Print 
Transparency 

Albu
m CD _ Appropriate release on file 

 

Title of Entry 
 4 

_Commercial  
_ Digital  _ Portrait 
_ Wedding _ Illustrative  

_ Single-Maker Album 
_ Multi-Maker Album 

Print 
Transparency 

Albu
m CD _Appropriate release on file 

 

Title of Entry 
H Hastings  Print  

 

 
jioob 
Entry Fees 

 
Photographic Certification: 
This is to certify that I have personally originated the concept behind each entry and that to the best of my recollection images represented by my entries in no way 
intentionally imitate any other work I am familiar with. I further certify that I have created, composed and captured the original exposures and that processing, 
printing and special effects were done under my supervision. I have read and understand PPA/PPANE rules for entry. I have obtained all necessary releases and 
agree to hold PPA/PPANE harmless against all clains and liabilities arising out of PPA/PPANEôs consideration, display, publication and promotion or other use of 
each photograph or other material submitted to PPA/PPANE. I understand the above statements and the loss of 5 exhibition merits will be incurred if they are false. 
I understand my prints may not be exhibited at PPA/PPANE if the standards for mounting are not met. PPA/PPANE reserves the right to require necessary releases 
before publication. PPA/PPANE assumes no responsibility for damage to entries. Decisions of the PEC?PPANE are final 
Signature___________________________________________________________________Date_______________________ ____________  to hold PPA/PPANE harmless against all claims and liabilities arising out of PPA/PPANE's consideration, display, publication and promotion or other use of each photograph or other material submitted to PPA/PPANE. I understand the above statements and that the loss of five Exhibition Merits will be incurred if they are proven false. I understand my prints may not be exhibited at PPANE or the international convention if the standards for mounting are not met. PPA/PPANE reserves the right to require necessary releases before publication. PPA/PPANE assumes no responsibility for damage to entries. Decisions of the PEC/PPANE (Photographic Exhibition Committee) are final Signature ________________________________________________________________________ Date __ 

 $65.00 - PPANE members   
 

__  Visa __  Master Card 
Number   $ 25.00 ð Late Fee Return Case Fee 

$90.00  - Out of Area $20 US  / $25 CAN Expiration date  
 



 

  

 

-Top of Image -  Do Not Write Below 

Title 
Check Category: Check All That Apply: Check For Album: 

U Commercial U Digital  
U Portrait  U Wedding  
U Illustrative  U Album 

U PPANE Member 
U Non-Master  U 

Master  
U ASP Master 

U Event Album  
U Non -Event Album  

U Check if Album is on CD 

Maker: ________________________________ ___  
Studio: ________________________________ ___  
Address: ________________________________ _  
City:______________________________ State: _________ Zip: 

 

1 
Category  Score  

 

-Top of Image -  

Title 
Check Category: Check All That Apply: Check For Album: 

U Commercial U Digital  
U Portrait  U Wedding  
U Illustrative  U Album 

U PPANE Member 
U Non-Master  U 

Master  
U ASP Master 

U Event Album  
U Non -Event Album  

U Check if Album is on CD 
 

Maker: ________________________________ ___  
Studio: ________________________________ ___  
Address: ________________________________ _  
City:______________________________ State: _________ Zip: 

Do Not Write Below 
-Top of Image -  

Title 
Check Category: Check All That Apply: Check For Album: 

U Commercial U Digital  
U Portrait  U Wedding  
U Illustrative  U Album 

U PPANE Member 
U Non-Master  U 

Master  
U ASP Master 

U Event Album  
U Non -Event Album  

U Check if Album is on CD 
 

Maker: ________________________________ ___  
Studio: ________________________________ ___  
Address: ________________________________ _  
City:______________________________ State: _________ Zip: 

-Top of Image -  

Title 
Check Category: Check All That Apply: Check For Album: 

U Commercial U Digital  
U Portrait  U Wedding  
U Illustrative  U Album 

U PPANE Member 
U Non-Master  U 

Master  
U ASP Master 

U Event Album  
U Non -Event Album  

U Check if Album is on CD 
 

Maker: ________________________________ ___  
Studio: ________________________________ ___  
Address: ________________________________ _  
City:______________________________ State: _________ Zip: 

Do Not Write Below 

2 
Category  Score  

3 
Category  Score  

Do Not Write Below 

4 
Category  Score  



 

 
 

Checklist for Entering PPANE 2008 Print Competition 
Ç I have paid my PPANE dues by May 1, 2008 

Ç I have only my prints in my case 

Ç I do not have more than 4 prints or albums plus 1 Hastings print, if eligible, in my case. 

Ç I have carefully filled out the Official Rules and Entry Form: 

Ç Name and Address Ç Type of Entry Ç Wedding Album Description Ç Classification of Prints Ç 
Ç I signed the print certification ÇEnclosed entry fee Ç I have carefully marked the labels  

Ç Name and Address Ç Title of entry Ç Selected category Ç Selected if eligible for Kodak Gallery Award 

Ç Affixed labels to back of print/transparency with arrows facing toward "Top of Print" 

Ç I did not place my name on the front of any entry. 

Ç I placed the label on the outside of the salon case. 

Ç I enclosed the correct entry fee(s): PPANE members $65.00 per case (add $25 if past 9/9/2008) 
plus additional $20.00 if entering a Hastings print. Out of area $90.00 per case. 

Ç I enclosed the correct mailing fee if applicable: $20.00 per case. Canadian members $25.00 (U.S. Funds) 

Ç I sent the case so it would arrive by Tuesday, September 9, 2008. I did not use packing peanuts. 

Ç I have read and re-read all the rules and have followed all the directions. 

If entering the Hastings contest (PPANE Members only): 

Ç Name and Address on label and affixed to print. 

Ç Title on label 

Ç Word Hastings printed on back of print 

Ç Taped signed certification on back of print. 

Ç Included $20.00 Hastings fee. 

The following rules apply only to the "George Hastings Memorial Award" and not to the general exhibit... 

George Hastings Memorial Award Print Rules 

A. Hastings prints are not eligible for PPA Judging 

B.  Explanation - George Hastings was the first president of the Photographers Association of New England when it was 
organized in 1896. It is the expressed desire of the Association to perpetuate his memory by this award. The competition is 

designed to test all the skills which a photographer should have: proper composition, exposure, processing, printing (including 

print controls), retouching, mounting and finishing. A total of twelve Hastings Merit Points must be accumulated by entering 

one print annually for six consecutive years. Three merits may be awarded in any one year. Merits are awarded by score: 80 
to 100 - 3 merits, 76 to 79- 2 merits, 74 to 75- one merit. A record of all merits will be kept by the association and may be 

inspected by any member of the Association. A "George Hastings Memorial Award" Trophy will be awarded upon 
accumulating the total number of merit points within the designated time period. The recipient will have the opportunity to 
display some of their Hastings Merit Prints at the following convention as well as to submit photographs for inclusion in the 

following year's convention book. 

C.  Eligibility - Any Active member of PPANE. Previous winners of the award are not eligible. For each year a person is a Print 

Judge at PPANE, the six year term for Hastings completion shall be extended by one year. 

D.  Entry Fee- $20.00. Only one print per entrant per year. Make check payable to PPANE. 

E.  Identification - Complete the Hastings Label Form marked Entry No. H and attach to the back of the print. 

The title and name of the maker may not appear on the front of the print. 

F.  Mounting - The print must be mounted on 16 x 20 mount board with a minimum print size of 11 x 14. 

G.  Certification - The print may be Black and White or Color, Transparencies are not allowed. 

-Top of Image -  

Title: __  
Maker: 

Studio: ________________________________________  
Address: ________________________________  
City: _________________________ State: ___________ Zip: 

I certify that I personally did all work from the initial exposure to the finished print. 

SIGNED: DATE:  

Do Not Write Below 

H
 

Score  Category  



 

 
 


